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1 . THE PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
MACHINISTS (IAM), FLOYD E. SMITH, VISITED ATHENS MAY 23-28 
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF GREEK 
WORKERS (GSEE) AND MET WITH VARIOUS GREEK TRADE UNION 
LEADERS. JUST BEFORE LEAVING, MR. SMITH TOLD THE EMBASSY'S 
LABOR REPORTING OFFICER HE WAS QUITE SATISFIED WITH HIS 
VISIT. HE COMMENTED THAT HE HAD FILLED IN SOME GAPS IN HIS 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREEK LABOR MOVEMENT AND CORRECTED SOME 
MISCONCEPTIONS. AT THE SAME TIME HE CONCLUDED THAT THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT PLAYED A LARGER ROLE WITH RESPECT TO THE 
LABOR MOVEMENT THAN IS THE CASE, FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE US. 

2. BASED ON WHAT HE LEARNED HERE SMITH ALSO BELIEVES IT 
WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR THE GREEK TRACE UNIONS TO DEVISE 
A MORE "INDEPENDENT" METHOD OF FINANCING THEIR ACTIVITIES. 
(THE CURRENT SYSTEM OF FINANCING TRADE UNIONS HAS BEEN 
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CRITIZED BY FOREIGN TRADE UNIONS. UNDER THIS 
SYSTEM AN AUTONOMOUS ORGANIZATION UNDER THE MINISTRY 
OF LABOR COLLECTS CERTAIN CONTRIBUTIONS FROM WORKERS AND 
EMPLOYERS AND ALLOTS PART OF THESE REVENUES TO ANOTHER 
AUTONOMOUS SEVEN-MAN BOARD, COMPOSED OF TRADE UNION 
REPRESENTATIVES, WHICH IS SUPERVISED BY THE MINISTRY OF 
LABOR. THIS BODY IN TURN DISTRIBUTES FUNDS TO THE TRADE 
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UNIONS IN PROPORTION TO THE REGISTERED MEMBERS WHO VOTED 
IN THE LAST ELECTIONS OF THE TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION IN 
QUESTION.) 

3. ON JUNE 3, A STAFF EMPLOYEE OF THE GSEE TOLD THE EMBASSY 
LABOR OFFICER THAT THE VISIT OF SMITH AND HIS ASSOCIATES 
HAD GONE VERY WELL FROM THE GSEE'S POINT OF VIEW. DURING THE 
VISIT IT WAS AGREED THAT THE IAM WOULD HELP FINANCE A TRADE 
UNION SEMINAR TO BE HELD UNDER INTERNATIONAL METALWORKERS 
FEDERATION AUSPICES IN ATHENS IN LATE JULY. 

KUBISCH 
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